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Our fifth meeting of the year at the Honest Lawyer Point Road, Monaco is on 
Tuesday 25 August 7:30 pm preceded with the optional meal at 6 pm. Matt Ball 
the NZ Property Investors Federation PR & Advocacy manager coming to 
speak to us on Politics & Property: What you need to know before the 
election. 
Matt Ball has spent over 30+ year in the New Zealand political scene, both on 
the inside at senior levels, and on the outside advocating for a number of major 
corporates. 
In his talk he'll give an overview of the current political situation, the changes 
that have taken place under this government, prospects for the upcoming 
election and what it might mean for the housing market and property investors. 
The nature of our business means it's often a political football, so keeping up 
with politics and party policy is essential to planning your property investing 
strategy. 
We all know us landlords have lost the battle for minds and politics over the last 
decade. Our leaders have served us well in the past, but things and people 
change. It has been interesting and exciting seeing Matt develop this critical 
roll. I (Glenn) have done my usual pushing to Matt to come down to talk to us 
and to improve the flow of information. My push has been for real information 
written by professional property landlords and investors and not snippets of 
journalist takes on what is being fed to them by property marketers and tenant 
interest political groups. It takes a long time to build meaningful relationships in 
politics. Matt is working at this task and your input and questions to him will help 
put humpty back together again. 
 

THE STINK OF PETS IN RENTALS JUST KEEPS GETTING 

WORSE 
 

I have written in previous newsletters about the new pet legislation but the 
interpretation of what the law means keeps changing. The attached article 
written by Matt Ball covers the subject well but there is more. My opinion is 
never the complete answer to the world’s problems. I try to read and understand 
the written judgments from Tenancy Tribunal but as we all know the written 
judgments do not tell the whole story about the disasters that led to the landlord 
and tenant appearing in court. Most cases are dealt with in mediation so there 
is always lots going on that never gets published. One interesting comment in 
a judgement was landlords are expected to make claims for compensation if 
tenants bring a pet onto a property without the landlord’s permission. This now 
applies regardless of what is written in the tenancy agreement. Just presenting 
the cleaning invoices and photos of damage and mess caused by pet damage 
and asking for compensation to clean up and repair is not enough. You are 
expected to ask for both. The court is supposed to only award what is claimed 
for. In the particular case I am quoting the judgement was the pet was permitted 
to stay and the landlord lost the case. If he had made his case in accordance 
with the law things might not have gone the way it did.   
 
 



TRADEME PET ADVERTISING FLIP FLOPS  
Even the top experts in the industry are hopping about on one foot as the 
Ministry of Justice(Tenancy adjudicators) and the Ministry of Business 
(Tenancy Services) are trying to figure out what their new law means.  
 
I received this email from Trademe yesterday 

Following up on the updates made last year regarding the Residential 

Tenancies Amendment Act and pet consent rules, further adjustments are 

being made to keep our platform simple and aligned with the legislation. 
 
This week, the "Pets OK" / "Pets by consent" checkbox will be removed from 
listing creation forms, search filters, and listing detail pages across web and 
mobile. 

Helping tenants find your listing 
If your property is well-suited for animals, feel free to mention features like 
"fully fenced yard" or "suitable for pets" in your property description so tenants 
using keyword search can easily find it.  

Specific property restrictions 
If there is a legitimate, valid reason why certain pets aren't suitable for a 
specific property (reasons that would stand up with the Tenancy Tribunal), we 
recommend outlining this clearly in your listing description text. 
 
 

 
CONTOUR ROOFING 

Contour Roofing (Nelson) Ltd is a trusted provider of high-quality building 
envelope solutions, recognised for its expertise, reliability, and durable results 
across residential, commercial, and industrial projects. Now owned by 
STRATCO NZ Ltd, the business benefits from the scale of a leading building 
products manufacturer and distributor. This enables Contour Roofing (Nelson) 
Ltd to offer a comprehensive range of roofing & wall cladding materials, 
rainwater solutions and architectural products, alongside STRATCO’s bespoke 
patio options such as louvre roofs and verandas, plus fencing, carport and shed 
systems, thereby delivering streamlined supply and strong end-to-end 
capability. 
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